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Learning Life's Lessons Through Literature: 
Unit 1: Freedom and Oppression in Literature
Honors English 11
Read the following information about the unit and complete the tasks below.  Please use a separate sheet of paper.
Unit Objectives

· Students will learn

· the background of American literature, how our country was formed on important documents, and read and understand various fiction and non-fiction documents that were important to the foundation of our country

· how to relate literature to the history/events of the past

· to examine the lessons that can be learned from the past

· to connect literature of the past to the present day

· to cite textual evidence to support analysis of a text

· determine themes of a text

· identify words in context

· how different authors explore similar themes

· to analyze craft and structure of an author

*Pick two objectives to explain.  Please write a paragraph about each.
Texts

The Crucible by Arthur Miller
“The World on the Turtle’s Back” Iroquois Creation Myth
“The General History of Virginia” John Smith

“Of Plymouth Plantation” William Bradford

 “Speech in the Virginia Convention” Patrick Henry

“The Declaration of Independence” Thomas Jefferson

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” Jonathan Edwards

“The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano” Olaudah Equiano

Various Modern Day Articles 
Unit Ideas/Themes

· Freedom

· Oppression

· Injustice

· Hypocrisy

· Mass Hysteria

· Native American Experience
· Exploration and Early Settlers

· The Puritan Tradition

· Writers of the Revolution 

· McCarthyism

· Salem Witch Trials

· Evolution of Language

· Historical Context Impacts the Writing of the time period
*Choose 5 ideas/themes to analyze in one to 3 paragraphs.
Essential Questions
· What is an American?

· What is freedom?

· What is oppression?

· Who owns the land?
· What makes an explorer?

· Are people basically good?

· Who has the right to rule?
· What is hypocrisy?

· How can we learn from the past?

*Choose 3 questions to answer.

Terms/Key Concepts-define ALL
Argument

Creation myth

Textual evidence

Point of view

Annotations 

Thesis Statement

Topic Sentences

Transition Sentences

Sentence Variety

Diction

Voice

Hysteria 

Essays/Projects
-Essay over the ideas of freedom, oppression, and injustice answering the questions:


What is freedom?  What is oppression? What is injustice?

How does this relate to U.S History?

What can we learn from the past?

How does this connect to the present day?

Connect the ideas from the readings, including The Crucible in the essay.

DUE Thursday, October 22nd 

TEST- Wednesday, October  21st 
Common Core Standards
Reading Standard for Literature

RL.11.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative ande connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging or beautiful.

RL.11.9 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.
Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.11.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the texts says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI.11.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

Writing Standards

W.11.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11.1a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claims, establish the significance of the claim, distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim, counterclaim, reasons, and evidence.

W.11.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Language Standards

L.11.3a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.
