Advanced Placement Literature and Composition:

2012 Summer Assignment- Mrs. Warwick
The theme for your summer reading is “Children and Monsters.”  Define the words “child” and “monster” at the beginning of your written work.(first paragraph)  You will read two novellas (a novella is a very short novel or a long short story) one novel, a Shakespeare play, and a children’s book of your choice, and write a paragraph about each one.  Follow the guidelines below and you will have a cohesive essay.  Do not use any other sources except a dictionary and the literary works/children’s book for this assignment.  Here are the directions for the writing assignment.
Paragraph One

Define child and monster.  (This serves as your natural introduction)
Paragraph Two



Grendel by John Gardner

Choose one character who behaves like a child.  Pick a specific passage that supports your opinion.  In your paragraph include:

1. A topic sentence identifying the character and the quality that makes him/her child-like.

2. Quoted passage and page number(in MLA Format) 

Example: (Gardner 22).
3. A detailed explanation of how or why the quoted material proves that character is child-like, and what he/she contributes to the whole story.

Paragraph Three

Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Choose one character who behaves like a monster.  Pick a specific passage that supports your opinion.  In your paragraph include:

1. A topic sentence identifying the character and the quality that makes him/her a monster
2. Quoted passage and page number

3. A detailed explanation of how or why the quoted material proves that character is a monster, and what he/she contributes to the whole story.

Paragraph Four

Children’s Book of your choice- Please include proper citation of book in a Works Cited Page in MLA format.  If possible- bring to class with you on the due date of this project.
As children we are taught by some fairytales to be afraid of certain “monsters.”  In your paragraph include:

1. A topic sentence identifying your book’s position on monsters.

2. Quoted passage and page number

3. A detailed explanation of how or why the quoted material proves your position stated about monsters as seen in the book.

Paragraph Five

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

In this paragraph explain how the theme of children and monsters is relevant.  Be sure to include:
1. A topic sentence identifying your position on the theme

2. Quoted passage and page number

3. A detailed explanation of how or why the quoted material proves your position.

4. How has the image of “Frankenstein” been changed over the years, and how does the idea of the Frankenstein monster apply today?

Paragraph Six

A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

Choose one character that exhibits both child-like qualities, and behaves like a monster.  In your paragraph include

1. A topic sentence identifying the character and how he/she behaves.

2. Quoted passages from the work with page numbers

3. A detailed explanation of how or why the quoted material proves that the character is both a child and a monster, and what that character contributes to the whole story.

Each paragraph should be about a fourth of a page to a half of a page long, (no longer than ¾ of a page) including the quoted passage.  This assignment must be typed and double-spaced.  
Use 12-point standard font with standard margins and black ink.  Use third person point of view.  No I, me, you, we etc.  Be sure to proofread your writing to eliminate distracting errors that detract from your grade.  Use MLA format.
Due Date: This assignment is due at the beginning of our third day of class.  Late assignments are not accepted in this class.
Any Questions?  See me before the end of the school year.  You may also 
e-mail me questions over the summer as they arise: holly.warwick@clinton.k12.mi.us
The following books are available to borrow from Mrs. Warwick in Room 106.

-Grendel by John Gardner

-Frankenstein by Mary Shelley~ limited numbers
-Lord of the Flies by William Golding and 

-A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

If you do not borrow books from me, they either need to be purchased or borrowed from the library.  It is your responsibility to get a copy to read over the summer.  

An AP English Class is structured much like a freshman college literature class.  It is BEST to purchase ALL books prior to the class, so you can write, highlight etc. The list for the entire year, in order, is as follows:

· The Mosquito Coast by Paul Theroux
· Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
· A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

· Hamlet by William Shakespeare

· Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard

· Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

*If not possible to purchase, these will all be provided in the class.
Needed- 3 Ring Binder and Notebook

Recommended for AP English- Personal Dictionary and Thesaurus
Have a Good Summer- See you in the Fall(

